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California's fiscal crisis hits schools

Thousands of teachers may be laid off if the proposed budget cuts go through. Photos
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LOS ANGELES - Caiifornia, home to 1 in 9 American schoolchildren,
is on the brink of what may be the biggest public education crisis in

Reporter Dan Wood talks about the
state history. Facing a $16 billion state budget shortfall, Gov. Arnold political drama surrounding California
teacher cuts announced this week.

Schwarzenegger has proposed $4.8 billion in school-funding cuts, or 10
percent of education spending.
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In the past week, over 20,000 preliminary pink slips were sent by school districts to teachers and ! Discussions with Monitor reporters from around the world

administrators state wide, according to the California Teachers Association. The association estimates

another 87,000 (of a total 350,000 public school teachers) could come if Governor Schwarzenegger holds to Today
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Some say the request is a cry of "wolf" intended to draw public attention and force stalemated politicians to i - 2008 presidential race?

his budget cut request.

reconsider the cuts — or raise taxes. OtHers say fiscal reality will push the cuts through as presented.
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Mearwhile, school districts and parents are in paroxysms over the thousands of teacher layoffs, the projected ! . L

loss of librarians, nurses, counselors, and arts personnel; and the need to close schools, increase class sizes,
and postpone buying new books.

"This is a story that carries important lessons for how American states fund their public education,” says
Michael Kirst, professor emeritus of education and business administration at Stanford University in Palo Alto)
California’s Proposition 13 of 1978, which capped property taxes, made districts more dependent on state ai
for education. The state, he says "has seen its public schools suffer ever since.”

"Most states leave the cushion of allowing local government to raise property taxes when state school
revenues don't come through. This is a giant case study that they might want to keep that option or end up
like California.”

There are other problems with the state's governance that have cost education in budget battles going back
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decades, Dr. Kirst and others say. State
progressive income tax, a combination the

evenues are derived largely from capital-gains taxes and

are very good and when bad they are painful,” says Kirst.

And because the state budget requires a
"With the state GOP refusing to approve
education cuts, it's a recipe for this year's

and Advocacy, the state's largest lobbying firm for public schools.

RELATED STORIES

Finga! weoes upeeil Hol

02/29/2008

A hudget av over ‘Harony Pofler o

02/06/2007

Get Monitor stories by e-mail: Your ¢

(Your e-mail address will be protected

Ads by Google

2008 Cadillag OT8 Prices
Find Cadillac Selling Below Invoice Wi
Qash—Back Offers

2008 Shelby BT80S
Shop For Any 2008 Car Models Sellin
Dealer Invoice Price.

2008 Cadillac TS

Use 5 new car buying secrets for your new

Cad‘llag purchase

g Below

Page1 | .| Nex

>-mall address

by csmonitor.com’s tough it

Sponsored Links

Apparel Graphic Design
th Local e siar: - LogoBee
Awards & Trophies Printing
i et 1in 48 Hrs £
Booking Agency Promotional Products

Business Resources Real Estate

At by ‘.x,w:,}k

2 of 3 ‘

t causes wild swings in revenue. "[So] when times are good they

http://w»J‘rw.csmonitor.com/2008/032 1/p02s01-usgn.htmi

MOST-VIEWED STORIES
E(FOR 010/27/2008)

fattn A ded for finanetal eelsis

(10/24/2008)
55

o of Koo hitlion badlout bill continues o

two-thirds majority to pass, a handful of politicians can block it. wigdent
; . . it 10/27/2008
anything with revenue tied to it and Democrats unwilling to pass (1027 )
i i i Nigorian ma with 86 wives fices o "Retw 2
stalemate " says Kevin Gordon, president of School Innovations (10/24/2008)

[Review: Fride and Glan®
(10/24/2008)

China's land veforay aims to revolotonie T5e
miifion ves

{10/27/2008)

‘Monitor Services Today's print issue

Local Business Directory

Speakers Bureau

Travel

10/27/2008 11:15 AM



